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rascality, I do not know. At all events, permission to
print the poem "was refused, and at the same time it was
spread broadcast in countless written copies. The very
persons who thought ill of the prince saw in my verses a
wilful intention to ridicule him, while mercenary scoun-
drels attacked me and my poem in wretched doggerel, like-
wise widely distributed in written copies. Thus was en-
gendered a veritable literary revolt against the dynasty."
The literary merits of the poem are no greater than those
of similar effusions addressed by Goethe to the princely
personages whom he had to welcome in his semi-official
capacity, and we must take Q-rillparzer's word as to the
loyal impulse which prompted it; but it cannot cause sur-
prise that neither emperor nor crown prince quite relished
the compliment implied in the lines:

"Mag sein, dass hochster Geistesgaben Eiille
Dereinst mnleuchtet deinen Eiirstenhut;
Wir forschen nicht, was Zukunft erst enthiille,
Des Einen sicher jetzt schon: dass du gut."

(Perhaps in thee a lordly mind reposes,
By wisdom crowned some day thy figure shines;
We care not what the time to come discloses,
Content that goodness now thy heart enshrines.)

When Grillparzer sought an audience of the emperor,
and urged his claim to a modest addition to his salary,
Francis told him that his request was an entirely reason-
able one; but he quietly filed his petition away among the
papers which were not to be acted upon during his lifetime,
and there it was found after his death. The crown prince
Ferdinand, as he told an acquaintance of Grillparzer, bore
him long a decided grudge for his ill-starred poem,elt obliged to sub-
